WEATHERED   RUINS

AN   OLD  SHROPSHIRE   ABBEY

The Shropshire parish of Much Wenlock contains a picturesque old abbey, founded as a

nunnery in the seventh century and remodeled in 1080 as a Cluniac priory.   The beauty

of the ruins, including the priory church, chiefly early English, and the ornate Norman

chapter-house, is greatly enhanced by greenery which softens the scars left by time.

beautiful open expanses of heath and
gorgeous woodland vistas; there is Ep-
ping, a forest at the very doors of Lon-
don; Savernake, in Wiltshire, one of
the most perfect little forests in all the
world; and part of the Forest of Arden,
near Stratford-on-Avon, of which Shake-
speare wrote. We may wander among
the beechwoods that clothe the sides of
the Chilterns, in Buckinghamshire, or the
slopes of the South Downs in Sussex, and
stand in spring in a sea of bluebells, from

which the beeches rise like shipmasts in
a fairy ocean.

Where in all the world shall we find a
lovelier river than the Thames? Many
famous poets, writers and painters have
given of their best to describe its beauties.
Think of the historic places that fringe its
banks from its source in Gloucestershire
to its mouth in the North Sea.

There is Fairford, with its beautiful
church and wonderful stained glass win-
dows; Oxford, with its colleges; Abing-
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